THE   LIFE   OF  JAMES    RAMSAY    MACDONALD

was quite clear as to the desirability of that. In 1896,
indeed, he would, unsuccessfully, demand the suppression
of a Fabian tract in which Bernard Shaw had asserted
that the Fabians should even oppose a hopeless Socialist
candidature for Parliament, "in order to secure the
victory of the better of the two candidates between
whom the contest really lies." Certain experiences of
his own decided MacDonald in 1894, the second year of its
existence, to join the I.L.P. Already there had been some
negotiations as to the possibility of his becoming a
Liberal-Labour candidate for Dover. This was in the
recognised Fabian tradition. He was a Socialist, but
Socialists should permeate the older parties. Then there
came a proposal from Southampton, where the Radicals
had been stirred by some Socialist lectures and were
looking for a Labour man to run in harness with an
orthodox Liberal for their two member constituency.
Negotiations followed, and broke down. Orthodoxy
had triumphed. Later in the same year, at a by-election
at Attercliffe, the Liberals declined to adopt a Trade
Union candidate, and the I.L.P. brought out a champion
of their own.

For MacDonald, after his own experiences at South-
ampton, Attercliffe was the last straw. He decided to
join the I.L.P, and wrote at once to Keir Ilardic.

To J. KeirHardie.                    20 Duncan Buildings,

Baldwin Gardens, E.G.

iSthJuly, 1894.
MY DEAR HARDIE,

I am now making personal application for membership
of the I.L.P. I have stuck to the Liberals up to now, hoping
that they might do something to justify the trust that we
had put in them. Attercliffe came as a rude awakening, and
I felt during that contest that it was quite impossible for me
to maintain my position as a Liberal any longer. Calmer
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